
Ask for basic information including:
• Name
• Date of Birth
• Birth Place
• Family/Last Name
• Neshnabé name and clan  
(if known)

• Tribal Affiliation

After you have started the 
recording, be sure to state:
• Date
• Name of interviewer
• Name of interviewee and their 
verbal consent to be recorded – 
have the interviewee state both 
name and consent

• Location
• Anything of special note

Would you please describe  
where you grew up?

What types of activities do you 
remember doing daily/weekly/

seasonally?



What lakes, rivers, creeks, or 
other bodies of water do you 

remember visiting? 

Do you have a favorite location 
on or near a lake, river or 

other water body? Would you 
please share a story about your 
connection with water or your 

activities on or near water?

What is the significance of the 
Kalamazoo River Valley to the 
Pottawatomi/Anishinaabe? This 

includes any surrounding lands, 
such as Ottawa Marsh, or any 

tributaries like Rabbit River, Bear 
Creek, Gun River, Buskirk Creek, 

etc.

What Pottawatomi teachings do 
you want passed down to future 

generations? 



Which animal and plant relatives 
are important to Pottawatomi 

people? 

Why?

Would you be willing to share 
any family stories about cultural 

resources, such as wild rice, 
suckers/sucker fish, water/zibé, 

cattails, known mounds or family 
burials?

What stories or teachings about 
water or the Kalamazoo River 
Watershed do you want passed 
down to future generations?


